LITTLE BELGIUM'S TWO STURDY RACES

Be!gium is full of beautiful pictures
and works of art, but many of the mar-
velous art treasures and stately buildings
were destroyed by the Germans in the
f.rs: World War, which nearly caused the
complete destruction of this gallant little
nation. Others have been damaged or
wholly destroyed in the second World
War, even some of those that were rebuilt
in the period following 1918.

The Two World Wars

We may recall the desperate plight of
liny Belgium in the World War of 19x4-
1918 when the German armies forced their
way across Belgian territory toward Paris.
The French capital was not taken owing
to the resistance of the brave Belgian
armies, who hindered the advance until
French and British forces arrived, but
they were not able to prevent the fall of
their own cities, and the country was oc-
cupied by the Germans during the four
years the war lasted.

The reconstruction of the land, well-
nigh hopelessly devastated, required the
supreme effort of the entire nation in
the years that followed. No work, how-
ever, seemed too difficult when inspired
by hopes of peace for the generations to
come. But that was not to be. Before
many years had passed, it was seen that
war might break out again. The Belgians
sought once more to remain neutral. Nev-
ertheless, in 1940, without warning, the
country was invaded by the Germans, this
time with fast air and mechanized forces
which the Belgians were unable to resist,
and the king surrendered. You may read
more about World War II in the chapter
on Germany.

Belgium, unfortunately for its inhabi-
tants, has frequently been the battlefield
of Europe, and has, therefore, been nick-
named "the Cockpit of Europe." It has
been laid waste many times, but the Bel-
gians have never been daunted and have
rebuilt over the old ruins*

Under Spanish and Dutch Rule

In the preceding articles we have read
of the early history of the Netherlands,
of which Belgium formed the southern

part, and of their great sufferings under
Spanish rule. The people of Southern,
or Spanish Netherlands, as it was called
to distinguish it from the Dutch Nether-
lands, did not fall under the terror of the
Spanish Inquisition because they had
never been converted to Protestantism,
against which the Inquisition was di-
rected, and although they were badly
ruled by Spanish governors, they enjoyed
a measure of prosperity.

After the Dutch had gained their in-
dependence from Spain they were fre-
quently at war with the people of the
Spanish Netherlands as were the French.
We remember that Napoleon invaded the
country and that after his defeat at
Waterloo, it was put under the govern-
ment of Holland; that the people, dis-
satisfied with Dutch rule, revolted in 1830
and became a separate kingdom, taking
the name Belgium from "Belgse" which
Caesar had called the people.

The greatest period of Belgium's his-
tory was during the twelfth century when
trade and industry, especially the cloth
industry, were at their height. The towns
of Bruges, Ghent, Ypres and many
others, then governed as communes, en-
joyed an extraordinary prosperity and
the pride of the merchants and corpora-
tions in their respective towns is still
shown in the fine belfries and guild
houses which have been preserved.

Belgium Secures Colonies

The period between the independence
of Belgium and 1914 was also a pros-
oerous one and in spite of its small size,
it came to the fore commercially, indus-
trially and intellectually. In 1908 it ob-
tained possession of the Belgian Congo,
one of the richest of African colonies. By
the Treaty of Versailles, in 1919, Belgium
gained the Walloon districts of Eupen
and Malmedy and undertook a mandate
for Ruanda and Urundi, part of German
East Africa. After the German conquest
in 1940, the Walloon districts were made
a part of the Reich but the African
colonies remained free.

The first sight of Belgium that the vis-
itor obtains, if he approaches it by sea,
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